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the navy, was with the deceased in May
1827, when he fell into convulsions: his
eyes were fixed, and there was a little
frothing about the mouth; there were the
most violent convulsive motions witness
ever saw of the legs and arms : it required
many persons to hold him. Yet all this
did not bear any resemblance to what wit-
ness had formerly heard called epile ,psy.

" Several barrack servants were next
called, all of whom gave evidence to the
Colonel’s habit of drinking in the morn-
ing-brandy or whisky, and sherry. They
had also noticed several attacks of a con-
vnlsive disorder with determination of
blood to the head, requiring cupping and
leeching. This was at different dates sub-
sequent to May 1827.

" Dr. Darling, a learned physician to
the Guardian office, examined the Colo-
nel in February 1831, and thought his life
not insurable, as lie fancied from his hand-
writing that the deceased was affected
with ’ delirium tremens&mdash;a disease produced
by intemperance (drunkenness), and which
attacked learadzvritiny.’

" Dr. Callow, surgeon of the regiment,
gave evidence regarding the Colonel’s
death. The earlier part of his last illness,
he said, was cholera; but when this was
subdued, an attack somewhat allied to

phrenitis took place. This subsequently
assumed the form of convulsive paroxysm,
which, however, witness would not venture
to term epilepsy. The phrenitis came on
on Saturday evening ; he died on Sunday
moining. A few days before his death,
witness considered the Colonel one of the
stoutest men in his Majesty’s service. He
believed him to have shortened his life by
, 
a degree of intemperance&mdash;not exactly

hard-drinking.’
" In conclusion, Mr. Earle, Dr. Roots,

and Dr. Elliotson, were called on to give
their opinions respecting the nature of the
fits spoken of by preceding witnesses.

They all agreed in considering them as
decidedly epileptic.
"This closed the case for the defence;

after which Sergeant Talfourd addressed
the jury for the plaintiff. Lord Abinger
summed up, and briefly pointed out all
that now remained to he considered-
whether, in fact, it was satisfactorily proved
that the Colonel had been subject to fits,
and accustomed to intemperate habits,
before the policy.
"The jury deliberated for nearly five

hours, and then returned a verdict for the
plaintiff. Damages 50001.

" Without staying to question the pro-
priety of the verdict,&mdash;for, truth to say, we
have not much feeling for SOME of the In-
surance Companies-they enter into their
contracts with all their eyes open-they

take advantage of every little risk to raise
the terms of the policy-while they too
frequently display the worst spirit of liti-
gation when the event proves unfavour-
able to them ; without spending a thought,
then, on the issue of the trial, we will
bring our notice of it to a close with a few
brief observations : we find we cannot pass
over without remark one or two points of
practical interest.

" Can it be too strongly impressed upon
medical men who have to give their evi-
dence in courts of justice, that they can-

! not be too well prepared for the occasion ? a
The preceding trial shows clearly the i1ll-

portance of having precise and positive
notions on those subjects about which their
testimony is to be clelivered. Several of
the witnesses, no donbt, were men of ac-
quirements as well as integrit3-, yet it

grieved us to find that counsel, in a&ugrave;dress-
ing the jury, had no small show of plans-
ible reason for using such expressions as
-that ’they (the medical men) did not
understand what epilepsy was ; it was a

mystery that baffled human power to ana-
lyse ; their evidence was merely conjec-
tural,’ &c. The hesitation displayed by
some of the professional men in endea-
vouring to qualify the nature of the fits, in
a great measure justified this charge.

Nor can we avoid saying a parting
word regarding the predicament in which
one of the witnesses placed himself (we
mean Dr. Alexander), who was obliged to

confess his having given a certificate with-out the requisite caution, and that he
stated circumstances in it of which he
had no personal cognizance-the docu.

ment, at the same time, being ambiguously
worded. The dangerous indiscretion of
such a proceeding is but too obvious to

require further remark : with the morality
of it we will have nothing to do ; besides
that the mere toucliing on that theme
would be sure to carry us to a length
which we cannot at present well afford."

NORTH LONDON HOSPITAL.

DISEASE OF THE LIVER.&mdash;DIARRH&oelig;A.

JAMES SHIELDS was admitted July llthunder the care of Dr. ELLIOTSON. Some

months since he was in the hospital suffer-
ing from indurated lungs, ascites, and
anasarca. He was discharged quite re-
lieved from these affections, but has since
been affected with swelling of the legs;
though by taking some cream of tartar
occasionally he has been able to keep to
his employment, that of a coach-builder.
On Saturday last, after he had been ex-

posed to a draught of air, while working,
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his legs began to swell more, and his I
hands and face also became puffy. He
had also the general symptoms of catarrh.
These have since left him, but the anasarca
has continued to increase. The skin of
the legs is hard, but he is free from pain,
except when he attempts to walk. His

breathing is rather hurried, and is much
quickened on the slightest motion. The 

respiration is quite natural at the upper
and anterior part of the chest, but is

hardly audible at the lower part. At the

posterior part it is tolerably clean. Urine
moderate in quantity, and not higher co-
loured than natural; no thirst; appetite
bad; tongue tolerably clear; pulse 100,
bharp. He was bled to x, aud a powder
composed of jalap and cream of tartar was
given every morning, and 8 grains of the
hydriodate of potash three times a day, in
solution. 

16. Blood neither buffed nor cupped. 
The medicine brought away a large quan-
tity of watery matter. The swelling of
the hands and face is nearly gone, and the
tension of the legs is less. Pulse 144,
sharp; tongue clean ; no thirst.

18. Bled again to-day ; the bowels very
much acted on. Discontinue the purga-
tive. The abdomen mnch distended, with
a sense of fluctuation on tapping with the
linger.

20. Blood much buffed and cupped. He
complains of distention and tenderness of
the abdomen. (Edema of the testicle
came on yesterday. Bled again; increase
the potash to 12 grains.

21. Scrotum and thighs acupuncturated.
Bled again; 5 grains of calomel every six
hours.

August 1. Since the last report he has
been bled to six ounces twice. The calo-
mel was omitted on the 25th, his mouth
being tender. Acupuncturation has also
again been performed, and relieved the
thighs very much.

8. Considerable quantities of waterhave
been discharged from the thighs by acu-
puncture. He has been very much purged;
the diarrhoea still continues. He is very
obstinate, and will not take some medi-
cine that has been ordered for the removal
of the diarrhoea, which complaint he says
does him good; he went on gradually
sinlcing to the llth, when he died.

After his death it was discovered that
he had been taking some strong purgative
pills,&mdash;a quack medicine in which he had
great faith, persevering in their use to the
very last. His brother, who visited him
in the hospital, supplied him with these,
and stated the fact to the porter when the
patient was dead.

Autopsy ten laotrrs after Death.-The
cavity of the left pleura was filled with

serum, the left lung being, consequently,
much compressed. Its lower lobe was
quite impervious to air ; but its upper one
still crepitated to a certain extent. There
was a slight degree of effusion into the
cavity of the right pleura. The right
lung was gorged with fluid, but not com-
pressed. The pericardium contained some
serum, and the heart was much contracted,
Pleur&aelig; adherent. Effusion had taken
place into the cavity of the peritoneum,
which also contained a considerable quan-
tity of air. The membrane had a tuber-
culated or granular appearance, and there
were several recent adhesions towards the

cavity of the pelvis. The liver was en-

larged, pale, and softened, so that its
structure could be easily broken down by
the finger, and it then presented a granu-.
lar appearance. The falciform ligament
also presented this appearance. The gall-
bladder contained several calculi, which
were soft, and composed of cholesterine.
The cortical substance of the kidney was
paler than natural, and indurated; the
tubular part not so pale as usual. The
other viscera were healthy. 

-

Dr. ELLIOTSON, in ofiering some re-

marks on this case, said that he believed
the man would have recovered had he not
been so wayward and obstinate. When in
the hospital before, he had suffered almost
to the same extent with disease and was
then relieved. It was evident from the

post-mortem appearances, that the state of
the liver might account in part for his
death; but the main cause was entirely the
diarrhoea. The patient’s urine had for a
considerable time contained a very large
quantity of albumen, and it was suspected
that the kidneyswere very much disease(],
but the examination had lproved that the
disease in those organs bore no sort of
comparison to the quantity of albumen
evacuated. He thought that too much
stress was laid on the presence of albumen
in the urine as a proof of the existence of
disease in the kidneys. 

-

EPILEPSY ACCOMPANIED BY DELIRIUM.

John Fritter, painter, aged 30, was ad-
mitted, August 5th, under the care of Dr.
ELLIOTSON. He was brought into the

hospital in a state of insensibility, like
that following epilepsy. The account

given of him by his companion was, that
as he was painting in the morning, he
suddenly screamed out and fell down.
He struggled considerably for a time, but
did not foam at the mouth. He has not
been sensible since. For several days be-
fore this he had complained of a good
deat of pain in the head. He was left

during the day without anything being
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done for him, in the expectation that seen- epileptic, from convulsions coming on

sibility would voluntarily return, but on afterwards, or regular attacks of epilepsy
finding the insensibility continuous, Mr. ensuing between them. Dr. ELLt026orr
TAYLOR, the apothecary, examined his was acquainted with the case of a lady
head, and discovered it to be very hot. who had frequent fainting fits, unaccom-
The pupils were somewhat contracted; panied by convulsions. Her head had
the pulse was not quickened. The man some time since been drawn aside by an
had been going about the ward in the after attack of paralysis. She died three weeks

part of the day, without appearing to be since. On examining her brain, a small
conscious of anything, and it required tumour, partly of the encephaloid cha-
considerable force to restrain him from racter, partly cheesy, and partly earthy,
acts of violence. He was bled to sixteen was found situated at the anterior extre-
ounces, and a short time after, as there n:ity of the fioor of the third ventricle.
was no alleviation of the symptoms, There was little doubt it had existed there
twenty leeches were applied to the tem- for many years. He believed that or-
ples, and the head was shaved, and cold ganic disease of any portion of the brain
water was applied to it. An encina was might cause epilepsy. He could not be*
also administered, with ten grains of calo- lieve it to he confined to one particularmel, and repeated at bcrl-time. The blood part, as did some persotis.
was not bulled, but it came away rather I .__ _ 

.

slowly.6. He continzxes nearly in the same oraUZ: E.mrmG.

state. It is necessary to confine him with The following particulars respecting the
a strait- waistcoat. He seems to have baneful effects of ir,.dillging in the intoxi-
rather more sense of what is going on cation of opium are gathered from the his-
around, but is still delirious. He talks tory of a patient, now in the North Loit-
wildly, but can answer some questions don Hospital, under Dr. A. T. THOMSON,
correctly. The medicine ordered last for phthisis pulmonalis.
night could not he given to him. His Elizabeth Marden, aged 35, was ad-
bowels have not been opened. To be bled mittcd May 26th. About seventeen years
again to sixteen ounces, and to have two ago she began to suffer from a pain in the
drops of croton oil in a draught, right iliac region, for which a medical

G. Since about five a.m. he has been gentleman ordered her to take ten drops
quite sensible. The draught has purged of laudanum, night and morning. This
him freely several times. The blood is was gradually increased, the pain continu-
strongly buffed and cupped, and he has ing, until at last she took three teaspoon-
now no pain in the head, which is also i tils every four hours, night and day.
quite cool; tongue rather white; pulse At first the ten drops relieved the pain,
natural. Has no recollection whatever of but it was found necessary to increase the
what took place. Remembers going to dose to produce the same effect. So that
work on the morning of the 4th, but no- the three teaspoonfuls at last did not pro-
thing since. Does not recoilect having duce so much relief as did the ten drops at
any pain in the head before the attack. first. The effect of the small doses was
Had never experienced any fit before, nor simply to produce a relief from the pain,
had any of his family, to his knowledge. without exerting any other particular in-
Has lis-ed well, but not intemperately. fluence on the body or mind. As the dose
Lost his wife about three months ago, but was increased, however, she found it pro-
does not think that that had any influ- duce a very comfortable condition of the
ence in producing this attack. mind. She felt lively and cheerful, and

11. Has been improving. Since dis- was capable of doing any quantity of
charged well. work; it also produced a sense of warmth

Dr. ELLIOTSON considered this as an over the whole body. She had severe
interesting case, not so much from the family affiictions, but was not at all dis-
troatmcnt employed, as from its present- tressed by them whilst under the influence
ing a particular form of th3 disease. He of opium, though she felt them severely at
had yesterday seen a gentleman from the other times. If she passed over the usual
c mntry who was occasionally seized, as time for taking a dose, she felt the most
he walked along, with a momentary giel- distressing sensations about the joints, not
diness, without loss of consciousness, a of pain, but such as she is unable to de-

sinking at the pit of the stomach, and a scribe. She suffered involuntary motions
gasping for breath. In a minute or two of the arms, fingers, and toes; numbness
he quite recovered himself. No convul- in the limbs and body generally; profusesion accompanied these attacks, yet he, perspiration, nausea, vomiting, and loss of
had little douht that they were epileptic. appetite, a saline taste in the saliva, and a
Attacks of this kind were known to be bad taste in the mouth; tremor in the
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limbs; great sense of debility and lassi-
tude; the memory and mental powers
generally became greatly impaired, at.
tended by a miserable depression of the
spirits. These symptoms were all relieved
by a repetition of the dose. The opium
also produced constipation, not more than
one motion occurring in a week, and she
does not recollect whether that was pro-
cured by medicine or not. If the dose
was deferred, she had always severe head-
ach. Her sense of smell was so much.
impaired that she could perceive no pun-
gency in snuff ; her taste was so much lost
that she could not distinguish pepper or

mustard; and her hearing was become so
deficient that she could hardly detect the
voice of any one who spoke ; yet her own
voice sounded most disagreeably loud to
her. Her touch was so much affected that
she could not execute any needle-work.
The acuteness of all her senses was re-
stored by the usual dose, the want of
which was indicated by flushing and heat
of the face. During the period of taking
the opium she had very little sleep, and in
the intervals she could not attempt to

sleep from want of the desire, so that she
generally worked all night. What sleep
she had was generally in the daytime, and
that little was much confused and easily
ended. About five or six years ago her
resources being exhausted, she obtained
admission into Guy’s Hospital. Her lauda-
num here was left off for the first three

days, and all the above symptoms con-

tinued ; also now, for the first time, she
appeared to see the most frightful ani-
mals and other objects in the ward. The

symptoms were again relieved by her
usual doses. Her doses were left off, how-
ever, and medicines were given her thrice
a day, containing camphor and a dimi-
nished quantity of laudanum, but how
much she cannot say, with about a bottle
and a half of port-wine daily. She took
these for three entire months before the
symptoms began to abate, with other cor-
dial medicines and wine to the end of the
fourth month, when she left the hospital.
The laudanum was being decreased during
the whole time, and when she left the hos-
pital she took a teaspoonful in the course
of the day. On returning home, and being
dependent on her friends, she was obliged
to discontinue the laudanum and wine,
and was even unable to get beer. She was
now more miserable than before, all the
symptoms returning with increased seve-
rity, and for the first six months she was
almost entirely helpless. She was then
first affected with pain in her chest, and a
cough, which has continued ever since.
She was twelve months at home before
the above distressing symptom’! disap-

peared. The only consequences of her
opium eating at present are, a very much
impaired taste, numbness of the limbs,
coldness of the feet, inahi1ity to walk far
without aching pains in the limbs, and a
general sense of lassitude.

In making some remarks on opium
eating, Dr. ELLIOTSON observed that he
had never before seen a case in which
opium had bcen discontinued. It was un-questionably the most fascinating of all
intoxicating agents, the ecstasies produced
on the mind by it being more entrancing
than those produced by wine. Wine
seemed to invigorate the animal frame,
opium the intellectual powers. Itseslfects
on the system were generally of the most
baneful kind. He had seen cases in which
there was no constipation, though gene-
rally that was a consequence of opium
eating. The opium eater was generally
known by his care-worn countenance,
and his emaciated and dirty appearance.
Dr. E. had been informed by an officer in
the East India Service, that when opium
eaters were taken prisoners, and kept for
some time without the clrag, they became
ruddy and plump, instead of remaining
pale and flesbless. Their sufferings at
first were generally very intense, but
these wore off by degrees. In the case of
Mr. DE QUINCY, the English opium.
eater," who reduced his dose in one day
from 8000 drops of laudanum to 1000
drops, he experienced no inconvenience;
on the contrary, the melancholy which
had for some time oppressed him, sub-
sided. To these remarks the reporter of
the present case adds the following:-
The action of opium is different in dif-

ferent persons ; in some producing a sub-
dued melancholy, in others creating a

temporary insanity. The emotion of the
mind which predominates at the time, is
generally increased by opium; but the
most common effect of the drug is to pro-
djce a feeling of liveliness and happiness.
The writer is acquainted with the Editor of
one of the most influential morning news-
papers, who is subject to hypochondria-
cism, and takes a grain of opium about once
a fortnight, the effect generally remaining
for that period of time, and producing in
him a most pleasant and comfortable feel-
ing. The late Duchess of Gordon is said
to have owed much of her wit and vivacity
in company to the swallowing of lauda..
num, to which she was much addicted,
and the conversational powers of Cole.
ridge were influenced by the same cause.
The dreams of the opium eater are at first
highly gorgeous, but when the stomach
becomes disordered by the long-continued
use of the drug, nothing can exceed the
horror and gloominess of his visions.
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Persons of a poetical temperament are

often addicted to opium, the inhabitants of
the poetical climates of Turkey and Persia
especially. Mr. Madden in his Travels

says, that he knew a Turk who could not
rise from his couch until he had stimulated
his frame with a drachm of opium, and
then he was most animated and cheerful.
He used to take three drachms of solid

opium ’in the day. The writer (the re-
porter) knew a young woman who took
one ounce and a half of laudanum daily,
and a retired naval officer who a short
time since took two drachms of opium in
a day. By great persuasion, the writer
induced him to decrease the dose gradually,
and he now requires only two scruples to
produce the same effect as was before
produced by the two drachms. At one
time he had diminished the dose to fifteen
grains, but in consequence of some domes-
tic calamity he became melancholy, and
flew to larger doses. His bowels generally
require very strong purgatives to move
them. He has little appetite, and is stib.
ject to occasional attacks of distressing
sickness. He only takes his dose once in
the twenty-four huurs, but if he suffers

any time beyond that to elapse, he becomes
wretchedly melancholy. He occasionally
drinks freely, but does not find any differ-
ence between the effect of opium and al-
cohol.

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL.

ENLARGEMENT OF THE HEART AND

STRICTURE OF THE AURICULO-VEN-

TRICULAR ORIFICE.

RICHARD BRADFORD, &aelig;tat. 83, a paper-
hanger, was admitted into St. Bartholo-
mew’s Hospital on the 9th of July. He

presents no lividity of countenance. Ab-
dumen considerably augmented in size,
evidencing a distinct fluctuation; the legs
are anasarcous, pitting on pressure; sur-
face cool ; jugular veins greatly distended ;
he prefers lying on his back, being sup-
ported by a bed-chair; no cephalic pain;
rest incommoded; he coughs a good deal
during the night; complains of some pain
in the left side, but acknowledges no pal-
pitation. He experiences a want of ap-
petite ; the bowels excrete naturally; there
is a constant desire to void the urine, which
is scantily secreted; tongue chapped, dry,
and brown in the centre ; pulse regular,
but very feeble. His habits have been

very temperate, and he has suffered from
difficulty of breathing since his childhood.
He first perceived his ancles to swell about
a year previous to his admission, this gra-

dually progressed until it reached the ab-
domen. The stethoscope cannot detect
any increase of the heart’s impulse. There
cannot be said to be a first and a second
sound in this case, but a very peculiar
bruissement occupies their situation; this
peculiarity is heard over a larger extent
than natural, beneath the left clavicle, and
to the right of the sternum. It subsides
at irregular intervals, and an accurate
examination detects that the pulsation at
the wrist ceases at the same instant; an
ac-tual intermission does not occur. Or-

dered Decoction of Broom-tops, with thecompount spirit of Juniper, one ouncethree times a dav.
12. No augmentation has become evi-

dent in the quantity of urine he has

voided; the swelling continues unaltered ;
tongue loaded posteriorly, but clean, red,
and rough at the tip. Bowels not re-

lieved; can assume the sitting posture
without much inconvenience; rests more
tranquilly.

21. Generally speaking he is less op-
pressed ; his respiration is not at all times

impeded. The shoulders require con-

stantly to be elevated. A single inter-
mission of the pulse is noticed about once
in a minute. The respiration is free on
the right side, anteriorly; extensive cre-
pitation is discovered on the anterior por-
tion of the left side, accompanied by a
cooing sound; diffused crepitation is evi-
dent in both lungs posteriorly.
August 11. He progressively degene-

rated since the last report, until "pale
death" closed the scene. The patient’s
friends having removed the body, we were
precluded from the opportunity of witness-
ing ,the phenomena that a post-mortem
examination would have elucidated.

NASAL POLYPUS.

Mr. LAWRENCE on the 14th of August in-
troduced into the operating theatre a young
female with a polypus occupying the cavity
of the left nostril. He observed that the

growth in the case before him differed essen-
tially in character from the ordinary mucous
polypi, which are characterized by their
grayish, smooth, gelatinous appearance;
the present case exhibited an irregular
surface of a red vascular aspect. The im-
mediate removal of the disease by extrac-
tion being resolved on, the operator
passed a pair of common polypus forceps
through the nostril, and seizing the poly-
pus, was endeavouring to extract it entire,
but on account of the softness of its struc-
ture it broke down under the pressure of
the instrument, so that a second attempt
at extraction was resorted to, with the
effect of removing so much of the morbid


